
Lake Soundings
The Gilmore Lake Association Newsletter - Spring 2019

The State of Fishing
Stocking Walleye and Taking Stock of Other 
Fish Populations

The Gilmore Lake Association (GLA) plans to  
continue its walleye stocking program this fall with 
the release of at least 2,000 six- to eight-inch  
fingerlings.  
The stocking 
will be the 
fourth addition 
of walleyes into 
the lake since 
2012 as part 
of an effort to 
diversify the 
sport fishery 
and make 
walleyes more 
plentiful.

Fish stocking 
is often done 
every other 
year to ensure 
adequate food 
supply for the 
young fish.   
The state  
Department 
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Irene Weng, visiting from Taipei, caught 
her first fish on Gilmore Lake in early June.

...Continued on page 4
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...Continued on page 3

Ten Boating & Water Safety Tips

The arrival of summer means the return of the 
simple pleasures of boating, fishing and swimming. 
However, it’s also important to review important 
water safety tips with everyone—residents, guests or 
renters—who may be on the lake.

There were more than 100 serious boating accidents 
in Wisconsin in 2017, according to the most recently 
available statistics from the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources.  As paddle sports become 
more popular, incidents involving, canoes, kayaks, 
and paddle boards are on the rise. 

The number one contributing factor to boat acci-
dents was operator 
inexperience,  
followed by alcohol 
use and operator 
inattention. Please 
observe these  
10 recommendations  
for a safe and happy season on the lake:

1) Wear a life jacket.  More than 90% of boat fatali-
ties related to drowning involve victims not wearing 
life jacket.  As required by law, keep a U.S. Coast 
Guard-approved life jacket for each person onboard 
and one approved throwable device for any boat 16 
feet and longer.

2) Avoid Alcohol.  Operating a boat while intoxicated 
is illegal. Nearly half of all boating accidents involve 
alcohol—designate a sober skipper before leaving 
the dock.

3) Use and maintain the right safety equipment. 
Keep or maintain the following items on board:  a fire 
extinguisher, operable boat lights and emergency 
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Mark Your Calendars
June 28-30 – Minong Summer Days

• Carnival, live music, car show, flea market & more. Downtown 
Minong area. Activities from 9:00am to midnight each day. 

June 29 – Annual Gilmore Lake Association Meeting & Picnic
• Meeting at 10:00am, picnic to follow.  Minong Town Hall.

July 4 – Gilmore Lake Annual Boat Parade
•  1:00pm. Theme: “Stars & Stripes Forever.”  If inclement 

weather, the parade will be rescheduled.

July 6 – Shell Lake Fine Arts Festival
• 10:00am - 4:00pm, Memorial Park, Shell Lake. 

July 11 – 66th Annual Spooner Rodeo
• 6:00-11pm, Washburn County Fair Grounds.

August 1-3 – 60th Annual Lumberjack World Championship 
• The Lumberjack Bowl, 15670 W County Road B, Hayward

For other events and activities, visit www.travelwisconsin.com.

President’s Message
Dear Lake Neighbors,
Welcome back to the lake for another summer!  Everyone in my 
family is looking forward to swimming, boating and spending some 
time relaxing at Gilmore.  Our family’s summer activity has been 
delayed by the high water, but we have promised not to let it get the 
better of us.  The Board has discussed the challenges of the water 
level fluctuations, and we continue to seek better ways to monitor 
and communicate water levels with you.

I hope that all of you will come to the annual meeting and picnic on 
June 29th at 10am.  This is a great opportunity to get to know your 
lake neighbors and hear about things happening at the lake. I also 
want to thank the volunteers who are helping organize the picnic 
which is a great service to our lake community.

Please use the form on the back page of this newsletter to renew 
your membership. It’s only $25 per year and provides funding for our 
milfoil monitoring, walleye stocking, landing maintenance, commu-
nications with lake property owners, and many other activities. 

Have a great summer and be safe on the water!

Fran McCloskey
President

http://www.travelwisconsin.com
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Boat & Water Safety Tips continued from page 1...
supplies in a water-proof floating pouch, including a 
cell phone and first aid kit.

4) Use Common Sense.  Operate at a safe speed at 
all times (especially in crowded areas), stay alert and 
steer clear of large vessels and watercraft that can 
be restricted in their ability to stop or turn.

5) Obey Wisconsin boating laws. No waterskiing or 
use of jetskis after sunset or before sunrise. Never 
allow passengers to 
ride on gunwales or 
seatbacks or outside 
of protective railings, 
including the front 
of a pontoon boat. 
Sudden turns or 
stops could cause a 
fall overboard.

6) Observe safety 
rules when using 
non-motorized 
watercraft.  Paddle-
boards, kayaks and 
canoes must have 
a personal flotation 
device for each  
person on board.  The best way to obey this law and 
ensure your safety is to simply wear a life jacket.  
Also, be defensive – don’t go where you aren’t  
supposed to be (e.g. high boat traffic areas).

7) Be weather wise.  Regardless of the season, keep 
a close eye on the weather or bring a radio. Sudden 
wind shifts, lightning flashes and choppy water 
all can mean a storm is brewing. If bad weather is 

approaching, get off the water early to avoid a long 
waiting line.

8) Observe safety distances and no-wake laws.  All 
motorboats within 100 feet of a swimmer, a dock 
or shore must proceed at slow/no wake speed—the 
slowest speed you can go and still maintain steerage.  
Jet Skis must stay 200 feet from shore if operated 
faster than “slow, no wake.”

9) Bring along a spotter when water skiing or  
tubing.  A spotter is someone who sits in the back of 
a boat to keep an eye on the person water skiing. The 
boat driver can then focus on boat traffic and  
navigation. 

10) Take a boat safety education class.  The state of 
Wisconsin offers boat safety education in classrooms 
and online.  

As a friendly reminder, remember to obtain a free 
annual state burn permit if you plan to burn  
approved materials, such as leaves and brush, on 
your property.  Go to the Wisconsin DNR site at 
www.dnr.wi.gov.  Click “burn permits.”  You can  
apply on line and print your permit.  

On the day you wish to burn after 11 a.m., check 
the daily burning restrictions or call the hotline 
1-888-WIS-BURN (947-2876) and enter the code for 
Washburn County: 66. 

Smokey thanks you.

Burning Permits Required
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of Natural Resources (DNR) released 2,000 fish in 
2012 followed by GLA-financed stocking of 1,750 
fish in 2014 and 1,800 fish 2016.  Last year’s planned 
stocking was cancelled after flooding destroyed the 
hatchery ponds near Hayward that were the source 
of the walleye fingerlings.  

So-called extended growth walleyes are preferable 
for stocking because their larger six- to eight-inch 
size increases survival rates.  The GLA purchases 
walleyes certified to have the same genetic strain 
as native walleyes that have evolved to thrive in the 
local environment. The stocking is conducted in the 
fall when predators, such as large-mouth bass, are 
“shutting down” — less active and feeding less — for 
the winter, says John Ney, Ph.D., a Gilmore Lake 
Association Board member and a retired professor of 
fisheries ecology and management. 

Walleye Assessment
The result of the walleye-boosting program, howev-
er, is unclear for several reasons, says John, who has 
led the GLA’s fish stocking efforts.  The DNR’s latest 
walleye survey was conducted in late April when 
the spawning fish can generally be found in shallow 
water.  Only 16 walleyes were found, almost half the 
number found a few years ago.  Higher than normal 
water levels this spring may have caused the fish 

to be more dispersed, resulting in a lower walleye 
count, says John.

John also relies upon anecdotal evidence from indi-
vidual reports of fisherman. “Of course, not everyone 
who catches a walleye reports it.”  The lake fluctuat-
ing water levels may also have played a role in fish 
entering or leaving Gilmore.  “The success of our 
program may not be known for some time, but it is 
a worthwhile effort to diversify and strengthen the 
health of our fishery,” says John.

Fishermen are asked to report any walleyes they 
catch this season. You may drop John a line at jney@
vt.edu or phone him at 715-466-4198.

Other Fish Populations Thrive
Gilmore Lake has a thriving population of several fish 
species, including large-mouth bass, northern pike, 
black crappies and blue gills.  “The bass population is 
excellent,” says John, “and the pike are also good.”

Gilmore also has a small number of ciscoes, also 
known as lake herring, which reside in cooler, deeper 
waters and are a favorite prey of northern pike and 
walleyes.  “Lakes with ciscoes produce big pike and 
walleye,” says John.  Although official records are not 
kept, John recalls a local fisherman catching a 24-lb 
northern in the late 1990s and a number weighing in 
the high teens in recent years.

State of Fishing from page 1...



Pan fish are also plentiful on Gilmore Lake.  “The 
crappie fishing is very good, with quite a few  
reaching 10 to 14 inches or about one pound or 
more,” says John.  The local blue gil have good 
length but are somewhat thin, perhaps because the 
lake has a sandy bottom that lacks a sufficient food 
supply of insect larvae needed for added girth.

The eco-system for supporting a diverse fish popula-
tion is a delicate balance.  Gilmore Lake is mesotro-
phic lake, which are generally clear water lakes with 
a medium level of nutrients and submerged aquatic 
plants.  “It’s just the right balance — good for fishing 
and good water quality for swimming,” says John.
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Important Numbers

Fire and Police EMERGENCY  911

Constable Erik  Gulbrandsen   715-781-8566

Washburn County Sheriff   715-468-4720

Wisconsin State Patrol -- Spooner 715-635-2141

DNR Warden John Hagen   715-635-4099

Dahlberg Light & Power - OUTAGE 800-736-5167

Wisconsin DNR Burning  1-888-WIS-BURN

Looking to preserve or restore the natural beauty of 
your shoreline while protecting against bank ero-
sion, pollution run off and damage to fish and wild-
life habitat? Washburn County has a deal for you.

Washburn County Land and Water conservation 
specialists will share their expertise in designing 
a restoration plan to meet your needs.  The Coun-
ty will pay up to 70% of all costs associated with 

establishing native 
lakeshore vegeta-
tion.  Costs may 
cover the purchase 
of native species 
of trees, shrubs, 
wildflowers, grass-
es, mulch, erosion 
matting, and site 
prep materials. 

“It’s a great program for people who want to  
enhance their property or address specific issues, 
such as erosion,” said Lisa Burns, Conservation 
Coordinator for the Washburn County Land & Water 
Conservation Department (WCLWCD).  “Sometimes  
a group of neighbors will work together using the 
same native plants to extend the beauty and  
enhance the wildlife habitat.”

Landowners must sign an application and agree-
ment prior to any installation to be eligible for the 
cost-sharing program. They are also responsible to 

pay up to 30% of costs, which can include planting 
labor. Funds are limited each year, so start planning 
early. Contact the department to schedule a site visit 
and discuss your options. 

For Gilmore residents looking for more modest con-
servation options, consider simply not mowing an 
area along the lake to establish shoreline vegetation.  
Do-it-yourself planting of native species along the 
shoreline can also accelerate recovery.  The Wash-
burn County Land and Water Conservation website 
has lists of native plants for various soil types. They 
also have an annual tree, shrub and wildflower sale. 
Contact (see below) them to get on their mailing list. 

A vegetated shoreline helps protect lake quality by:

• Increasing infiltration of unwanted nutrients 
(phosphorus) that can lead to weed growth and 
algae blooms.

• Improving habitat for fish and numerous species 
of wildlife.

• Discouraging invasive species from moving in.

• Reducing runoff and soil erosion into the lake.

For more information, contact the WCLWCD.
Phone: 715-468-4654
Website:  www.co.washburn.wi.us/departments/
land-water-conservation.

Washburn Co. Offers Shoreline Restoration Expertise & Financial Aid



Please support these sponsors of our Lake Association
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Gilmore Lake Association
The Gilmore Lake Association is committed to protecting our lake and your investments through the  
proactive management of Eurasian Water Milfoil and monitoring water quality in our lake. By joining the  
Association, your dues help support this work. Fill out the form below and mail it, along with your $25 check 
or money order to:
   Gilmore Lake Association
   P.O. Box 188  
   Minong WI 54859

PLEASE SIGN ME UP FOR 2019 MEMBERSHIP IN THE GILMORE LAKE ASSOCIATION!

Name:       Lake Address:         
 

Mailing Address:                 
 

City:        State:      Zip:   
 

Lake Phone:       Home Phone:        
 

Cell Phone:       e-mail address:        
 

Amount enclosed:        ( ) $25 Membership   ( ) Donation:    

P.O. Box 188
Minong, Wisconsin 54859
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