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President’s Message
Summer is upon us and the lake is coming alive with activity. The Farmers’ Almanac
is predicting a hotter and drier summer for the Upper Midwest which sounds great.
We’ll see how it ends up, and in the meantime, let’s enjoy our beautiful lake.
We have been monitoring lake levels closely for a few years now. In late April, we
had a 3 foot rise after 3 inches of rain. Luckily, the level was back to normal within a
few days. We have several charts on the website if you are curious about how the
levels change with the weather and the seasons. A hotter, drier summer will be
helpful for managing the level of the water. We also want our beaver family to
continue to maintain their dam on the creek which keeps our water outflow in
check. If anything floated away in the recent rise in water, check the website for
lost/found. A very special Thank You to Daryl Iverson for taking the regular water
readings that are represented on our water chart.
The Association continues to treat milfoil in several existing beds and through earlyseason monitoring and extraction. We are looking for more volunteers to help in
our monitoring efforts. Russ Robinson is looking for trainees of all ages. This is a
great way to learn about the lake from a guy with a deep reservoir of knowledge
and have a little fun along the way (and perhaps get a tan).
We are planning for more walleye stocking in the fall. This is an every-other-year
activity, with our most recent stocking done in the Fall of 2014. I understand from
our President Emeritus, John Ney, that he is interested in hearing if you catch any of
our walleye. You don’t need to provide the location, just the quantity and size.
The culvert under Narrows Trail will be undergoing more evaluation and assessment
by the Town and Washburn County this summer. Please share your views with our
elected officials by attending meetings and contacting them directly. Our website
has links to their contact information and the meeting calendar.
I look forward to seeing all of you at the Annual Meeting in early July. Enjoy
summer, it goes so quickly!
Fran McCloskey, President

DON'T FORGET TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR
JULY 3
MEMBER CANOE/KAYAK RACE
MEMBER PADDLE BOAT RACE
MEMBER ANNUAL MEETING AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL

The MTLC has also received a grant to conduct Aquatic Plant
Surveys on four Minong town lakes. These lakes include Big
Bass, Big Sand, Pokegama and Kimball. Larger lakes such as
Gilmore, Nancy and the Flowage were not included because
they have regular plant population surveys conducted as
part of their Lake Management Plans. Matt Berg will be
doing these surveys in July. Reports that compare the data
with surveys conducted five years ago will be available this
Fall.

WALLEYE STOCKING UPDATE
By John Ney

The GLA Board of Directors at its May meeting allocated
$2500 to purchase extended growth (EG) walleye to be
stocked this Fall. This will be the third biennial addition of
these 5-7” fingerlings, stocked at a size and time to minimize
predation by resident species. The DNR stocked ~ 2000 EG
walleyes in 2012, and the GLA added 1700 in 2014 at a cost
of $2500. The goal is to diversify our sport fishery, bringing
walleye from “rare” to “common”.

The MTLC is a co-sponsor for the Learn About Your Lake
presentations described elsewhere in this newsletter. I
encourage you and our family to attend one or more of
these sessions that are held at the Minong Town Hall. I have
attended some of these presentations in recent years and
can vouch for the educational as well as entertainment
capabilities of them.

But are these stocked walleye thriving in Gilmore Lake? Or
have they died from disease or starvation? Or maybe
scooted down to the Minong Flowage?
To try to assess the status of our walleye population, we
need anglers to report their catch – just the number and
total length. In 2015, fishers reported catching 25 walleye,
mostly in the 15-19” range that the fish stocked in 2012
should have achieved. This year, some of those fish should
exceed 20 inches. The 2014 stocking should contribute 1214” walleye this Spring. (These little guys have to be
released, but report them anyway).

Finally, the MTLC is helping the WDNR hold an informational
Program on the evening of August 12 6pm-7pm at the
Minong Town Hall. Refreshments will be provided. The
presentation titled, Free HEALTHY LAKES INFORMATION
SESSION, is intended for lake property owners to learn how
they can receive grant money assistance to manage their
properties in environmentally smart ways that protect both
their property investment and the health of our lake. To
learn more about this program you can visit the following
WDNR website, www.healthylakeswi.com .

While 25 walleye doesn’t sound like a lot, we have no way of
knowing what fraction of the total catch that number
represents: 5%? 50% ? or something in between?
But we now have a benchmark to begin assessing trends.
With two year-classes of stocked walleye contributing to the
2016 fishery, the number you catch (and report) this year
should increase. We certainly hope so; the GLA cannot
continue to invest in walleye stocking unless it shows some
pay off.

SLOW/NO WAKE
By Barb Robinson

Many of you have seen the new Slow/No Wake sign on
both sides of the culvert . These were authorized by the
GLA Board after many complaints about too much speed in
that area. The area between the culvert and the boat ramp
can become quite congested, with people trying to launch
their boats, bring in their boats and traffic through the
culvert. The biggest thing to remember is that this area is by
law SLOW/NO WAKE. Once you are 100 feet from the
shoreline you can resume safe boat speed. In the case of
Personal Water Craft (PWC's) you must clear 200 from
shoreline before resuming speed.

So please contact me with the info (# and length only) on
your “close encounters” with our glassy-eyed denizens:
jney@vt.edu; 715-466-4198. Good fishing and tight lines!

MINONG TOWN LAKES COMMITTEE (MTLC)
By Russ Robinson

Again, this year, the Minong Town Lakes Committee (MTLC)
has taken responsibility for doing boat inspections at the
launch ramps of many area lakes including Gilmore. This
effort is ably managed by Amy Wandall and her well-trained
group of inspectors. If you should be in contact with any of
these people, please let them know how much you
appreciate their efforts. And should you cross paths with Dr.
John Ney, thank him for continuing to get Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) grant money to
pay for these boat inspections.

Slow/No Wake is the slowest speed you can
go and still maintain steerage.
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Gilmore Lake is open to many water activities. Swimmers,
canoers, kayakers, water skiers, fishermen, paddle boaters,
wind surfers, sailors, pleasure boaters and PWCs must all be
aware of these various activities when enjoying the waters
of the lake. It's great to have fun but it's even better to have
fun and be safe. For more information on the Slow/No
Wake law in Wisconsin go to www.dnr.wi.gov .

are on injured reserve so we need some of you to step
forward. Kids can help too.

MEMBERSHIP/COMMUNICATION REPORT
By Barb Robinson

2ND ANNUAL CANOE/KAYAK RACE: Sunday, July 3,

To date we have 40 paid members which is behind last
year's number. I'm hoping for a higher number for the
Annual Meeting report. For those of you who have not paid
for 2016, the membership form can be found on the back of
the newsletter. If you have a question about whether you
have paid or not, contact me at 715-781-7737 or
ribaldness@gmail.com . The annual dues are still $25. I
think it's a great value when you consider what is done on
your behalf.

10am. I know many of you have been working out over the
winter to get in shape for this year's race. You guys who
participated last year were so good we've decided to
lengthen the course. This year it will start at the little red
boat house across from the boat ramp, go all the way down
the west shoreline, around a buoy and back up to the
starting line. For those of you who are less adventuresome,
there will be a PADDLE BOAT RACE on a shortened course
at 10:30am. Kids are encouraged to enter. Once again, I'm
asking that you let me know, in advance, if you wish to
compete. I need 5 boats in each race to run the race. 715781-7737, ribaldness@gmail.com .

I get a chance to talk with people outside of GLA about GLA.
People are so impressed with the activities on the lake both
recreational and scientific. You have people who have been
taking water quality tests on the lake for almost 20 years.
That information is sent to the state. You have members
who are monitoring the water levels during the whole year,
even when you aren't even thinking about your little cabin
“up north”. You also have people who survey the lake and
treat it for EWM. One actually got his license to treat (a 5
hour exam) so GLA wouldn't have to pay for someone
outside to do it. You have board members who meet to
determine policy for the good of the lake. Not one of these
people are paid. They do it because they love the lake and
the life in and around it. You don't have to live here year
round to help but if you have an hour or two to lend a hand
it would be greatly appreciated. Having your kids get
involved in some of the water testing or survey work would
probably go a long way towards providing future stewards of
the lake.

The ANNUAL BOAT PARADE will be run Sunday, July 3 at
1pm. The staging area will once again be the bay near the
boat ramp. The theme this year is ANGRY BIRDS. For those
of you who are hesitant to participate in the boat parade
because you don't have a pontoon boat, there have been
several time in years past where a non-pontoon boat won
the prize. Come one and All. If you can't participate in the
parade itself, encourage the participants as they pass by.

FREE RECYCLING AT THE DUMP:

The Town of Minong will have a “free” day at the dump on
August 6, 9am-5pm. Only property owners are able to use
this service. You will be asked to show your blue “dump”
card or something that shows you own property in the Town
of Minong. If you want to know what will be accepted
without charge, call the town at 715-466-5916.

GLA ANNUAL MEETING AND MEMBER'S PICNIC:

This year's Annual Meeting and Member's picnic will once
again be held during the evening. It will be Sunday July 3 at
the Minong Town Hall and Pavilion. The Annual Meeting will
start at 4:30 with the picnic/ice cream social to follow.
There is an opening on the Board of Directors. If you are
interested in running for the board or know of someone
who might be interested, nominations will be taken from
the floor. GLA will be providing the food. Wine, beer, sodas
and water will be available.
We are asking for help with the setup before and the
cleanup after. For the setup, it means setting up tables for
serving, dishing out the prepared food and making sure the
plates are replenished. Cleaning up afterward is a matter of
wiping down tables, packaging leftover food for people to
take home and making sure the hall is left in the same order
we found it. We have a security deposit that will be cashed
if we don't leave the hall in good order. Please contact me
at 715-781-7737 or at ribaldness@gmail.com. Several of the
members who worked the Annual Meeting last year

BEWARE!!!!

Watch your weather conditions at the cabin. Call 1-888WIS-BURN to get the latest burning restrictions your area. As
always, in order to burn debris such as leaves, brush etc. you
need a burn permit. Go to the Wisconsin DNR site at
www.dnr.wi.gov . Click on “burn permits”. You can apply on
line and print your permit.

HEADS UP!

The town is planning to rip the top off the road over the
culvert to get a better look to determine their next move. I
don't have a date for this but the deconstruction may cause
some delays or need to detour around to the other entrance
to Narrows Trail. This also means you may have to go
around to the other entrance to Narrows Trail to access the
boat ramp. I have no other information other than the town
supervisor assured John Ney at May's town board meeting
that the activity should not hinder use of the culvert
between Little Gilmore and Big Gilmore.
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Totogatic State Wildlife Area - Dam Update,
May, 2016

options would be to completely remove and reconstruct the
dam;
one option with lift gates to allow proactive water
level management (fully operable)

Kathy Bartilson, WDNR

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) is
facing a crossroads as the owner of the dam along Wozny
Road, which impounds the Totogatic State Wildlife Area.
The dam is in Washburn County, yet a majority of the
flowage and Wildlife Area reside in Sawyer County. The
dam is in deteriorating condition, and WDNR must take
action to address the aging infrastructure.

and another option with a fixed crest resulting in
stable water level management (limited operability).
Permanent dam removal would be the least expensive option
and rebuilding the dam would be considerably more
expensive. DNR has not been able to identify or secure
funding for any of the options at this time.

A public informational meeting was held in Hayward on
January 13 to provide history on the dam, address its current
condition, and allow WDNR to learn more about the
recreational uses of the flowage by local residents.
Following two former logging dams dating back to the
1800’s, the current dam was constructed in 1953 to create the
Totogatic Flowage for waterfowl management.
Approximately four miles upstream of the Totogatic Flowage
dam is the Nelson Lake dam, which is owned and operated
by Sawyer County independent of the Totogatic Flowage
dam. The Totagatic River flows through these
impoundments and four segments of this 70 mile long river
are officially designated as a State Wild River. The nearest
Wild River segment to the Totogatic Flowage begins 500 feet
downstream of the Totogatic Flowage dam.

Following the January 13 public meeting, DNR has been in
contact with the engineering firm that originally conducted
the inspection in 2012. A request has been made to prepare
conceptual alternatives with comparable cost estimates for
the dam reconstruction options, and to re-assess the
originally proposed dam repair option. The goal is for the
engineering firm to provide this information to DNR by June
1. The next step is to present these options at another public
meeting. DNR will be outlining the potential environmental,
safety, recreational, and financial consequences and
considerations under each option. The date for that meeting
has not been set yet, but it will likely be an open house
somewhere in the Hayward area during the summer. A
public comment period will also be announced to collect
feedback online and by letter.

Wozny Road currently crosses the Totogatic dam via a onelane deck spanning the dam. The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (DOT) is working with the town of Frog
Creek on re-routing Wozny Road slightly north
(downstream) of the current dam and creating a new bridge,
which is planned for 2017 construction. The new bridge
project will be conducted independent of any actions WDNR
takes on the Totogatic Flowage dam.

DNR will consider all public feedback in a recommendation
for the dam and flowage, which will be conveyed in a
Totogatic Wildlife Area property management plan. The
property management plan will revise and replace the 1981
master plan. Throughout the process, DNR will also be
working closely with federal, local and tribal governments.
There will also be a public input opportunity for the drafted
property management plan before it is approved by the DNR
Secretary and Natural Resources Board. The anticipated
timeline for adoption of the property management plan will
be in 2017. Once a final recommendation is made on the
dam, DNR will pursue any necessary state and federal
waterway and wetland permits prior to construction.
Additionally, DNR will make all reasonable efforts to secure
funding for recommended action on the dam.

Following a dam failure analysis and inspection, a report
from an independent engineering firm was sent to WDNR in
2013 that addressed seepage associated with the
embankment as well as concrete and rebar degradation in the
principal spillway. The necessary fixes to the existing
infrastructure that are necessary to bring the dam up to safety
standards were estimated at approximately $475,000.
However, these fixes may be relatively short-term solutions
for maintaining the integrity of the infrastructure, which is
already past its useful life. Following some concerns by local
governments and residents, DNR decided to carefully
evaluate the options for the dam through a formal public
input process.

Public engagement is encouraged throughout the process.
Those interested can visit the DNR webpage at dnr.wi.gov
and search for “Totogatic Wildlife Area.” The Totogatic
Wildlife Area webpage will be updated periodically with any
new information related to the dam, updates on upcoming
meetings, and an email subscription option for those
interested in receiving updates.

In addition to considering the recommended repairs to the
dam, DNR is proposing three other solutions to the public
that would have longer-term impacts. One option is to
permanently remove the dam, which would restore the
flowage to natural riverine conditions. The other two
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“LEARN ABOUT YOUR LAKE” SERIES COMING TO
THE
MINONG TOWN HALL

Loons, fish, lake critters, and cool lake plants are on the
docket for the Learn about Your Lake sessions Saturday
mornings this summer. Sessions are FREE and no registration
is required. Bring the kids. Sessions are family friendly and
run from 9am to 10am with time afterwards to meet the
presenters, pick their brains and share stories. The Minong
Town Lakes Committee (MTLC) will provide coffee, juice and
snacks.
Where: Minong Town Hall, W7095 Nancy Lake Road,
Minong,
Topics and Dates: (9am to 10 am Saturdays)
June 18 – Life on the Edge– John Haack, Natural
Resource Educator, University of Wisconsin Extension.
Hear about the adorable and sometimes creepy animals that
live along our lake shores. Discover their interesting lives,
odd behaviors, amazing calls and songs. A few guest critters
will be on hand for handling.
June 25 – The Secret Life of Fish - Neal Rosenberg,
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources NW Hatchery
Group Leader. Learn about our state fish, the mighty musky,
and how the WDNR is propagating musky and walleyes to
stock back into state waters. See an exciting presentation
with live footage of the Governor Thompson Hatchery crew
in action. Handle gear used by the hatchery crew and get a
chance to win a prize.
July 9 – Loony about Loons - Erica LeMoine, Loon
Watch Coordinator, Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute.
Learn about loon migration, nesting, calling and other
fascinating loon facts. Get a free loon poster and learn what
you can do to help loons. Ask any loony question that
comes to mind.
July 16 – Amazing Lake Plants, Matt Berg Endangered Resource Services LCC. Join us for this fun,
hands-on session. Learn to identify common lake plants
found in area lakes. Discover cool plant facts and
understand why plants are important for healthy lakes. If
you have a lake plant you want identified- bring with you.

June 18

Learn About Your Lakes (free)
See this page for more information

June 24

NORTHWEST WISCONSIN LAKES
CONVENTION
9am – 3:30pm, Spooner High School
For more information: northland.edu/soei
or call 715-682-1264

June 25

Learn About Your Lakes (free)
See this page for more information

July 3

GLA Member Canoe/Kayak Race
10am, see page 3 of this newsletter
GLA Member Paddle Race
10:30am, see page 5 of this newsletter
GLA Member Boat Parade
1pm, see page 5 of this newsletter
GLA Member Annual Meeting and
Picnic with Ice Cream Social
4:30pm – 8pm, Minong Town Hall
see page 5 of this newsletter

Programs are sponsored by University Extension, Washburn
County Land and Water Conservation Dept. and the Minong
Town Lakes Committee. If you have questions about the
programs contact John Haack, UW- Extension at
john.haack@ces.uwex or by phone at 715-635-7406
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July 9

Learn About Your Lakes (free)
See this page for more information

July 16

Learn About Your Lakes (free)
See this page for more information

August 12

Healthy Lakes Information Session (free)
6pm-7pm, Minong Town Hall

August 27

WASHBURN COUNTY LAKES AND RIVERS
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING
Spooner DNR Conference Ctr.
9:00am General Meeting followed
at 10am with Speaker Presentation
For more information: www.wclra.org

GILMORE LAKE EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL (EWM)
UPDATE

Kathy King Terry Turek

COLDWELL BANKER EAST
WEST
VACATIONLAND TEAM

By Russ Robinson

Last year's herbicide treatment of the shoal area in the
south basin of the lake seems to have been fairly effective in
reducing EWM infestation. If you remember, we were
surprised to find a very significant increase in EWM plant
density last Spring. Cooler lake temperatures have delayed
plant growth this year but even taking that into
consideration, there seems to be a lot fewer plants in the
southern basin.

www.northescape.com
www.cbewminong.com
www.cbeastwest.com
www.coldwellbanker.com
Kathy King kathy@northescape.com 715-520-2681
Terry Turek terry@northescape.com 715-520-3778

The shoal area has been marked with buoys again this year
and we ask your help in staying out of this area with your
boats and PWC's. Also, make sure guests and visiting family
are aware that this area should be avoided. EWM plants are
easily spread in the summer and early Fall. That's the time
the plant has grown to the lake surface and are easily
fragmented by boat traffic and fishing activity.
Little Gilmore has about as much EWM infestation as it did
last year which is considerably less than two years ago.
EWM plants have been found in small outcropping primarily
along Little Gilmore's east shore and both sides of the
channel, just inside the culvert.
Herbicide treatment is planned for early June. We will be
conducting EWM shoreline surveys throughout the summer
and are looking for volunteers to join the Merry Crew of the
Milfoil Marauder – eye patches and peg legs optional. We
really do need your help as health issues continue to plague
our crew and our numbers are dwindling (no truth to the
rumor that we have an outbreak of scurvy). Our surveys are
usually conducted when the weather is nearly ideal,
meaning, little wind and mostly sunny. This means we don't
have the luxury of scheduling far in advance. If you would
like to be on a contact list to help out if available, send an
email to me at r.rubarb@gmail.com.

HELP!
AS I MENTIONED EARLIER IN THIS NEWSLETTER,
WE NEED YOUR HELP. SPECIFICALLY I NEED
SOMEONE TO STEP UP TO DO THE SETUP FOR THE
ANNUAL MEETING ON JULY 3. YOU DON'T HAVE
TO COOK ANYTHING. ALL THE FOOD WILL BE
PURCHASED. IT'S A MATTER OF SERVING UP THE
FOOD. I WILL BE DOING THE MEMBERSHIP TABLE
AND THEREFORE CAN'T DO THE KITCHEN AT THE
SAME TIME. IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE ONE PERSON.
I KNOW MANY OF YOU WILL HAVE GUESTS UP FOR
THE WEEKEND BUT COULD SOMEONE PLEASE
SPARE A LITTLE TIME TO HELP OUT AT THE ANNUAL
MEETING?

The EWM committee thanks you for your support and
wishes you a great summer on the lake.

WEBSITE

If you have put something on the website's lost and found,
please let Fran McCloskey know if the item in question has
been found or claimed. To keep the website current, items
will be removed after one year if no update has been given
to Fran.

IF YOU CAN OR IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, EMAIL
ME AT ribaldness@gmail.com.
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CHIMNEY CLEANING
CSIA Certified Chimney Sweeps
Our 17th Year in Business – Fully insured
We return calls, show up on time
and always keep your home clean!
Cash, checks, credit card accepted.
Schedule on line at ChimneyManns.com
or call 800-995-4855

CLUB NORTHERN
Home of the finest pizza, burgers, and
Friday fish fry! Northern Wisconsin's
best bloody Mary!

306 5th Avenue
Minong WI 54859
715-466-5500

Lakewoods Real Estate
30+ years specializing in recreational property
Located one block east of Hwy 53 and 77 in
Minong
www.lakewoods.net
(800)777-5584

Thank you to all the local businesses that support our lake. In return, please mention that you saw
their ad here to show your support!

P.O. Box 188
Minong Wisconsin 54859

GILMORE LAKE ASSOCIATION
The Gilmore Lake Association is committed to protecting our lake and your investments through the efforts to
control and to treat EWM in our lake. These efforts are both costly and time consuming. By joining the
Association, your dues help support this work. Fill out the form below and mail it, along with your $25 check
or money order to:
Gilmore Lake Association
P.O. Box 188
Minong WI 54859
PLEASE SIGN ME UP FOR 2016 MEMBERSHIP IN THE GILMORE LAKE ASSOCIATION!
Name: _________________________________________ Lake Address: ____________________________
Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _____________________ Zip:__________________
Lake Phone:_____________________________ Home Phone:_____________________________________
Cell Phone:______________________________ e-mail address: ___________________________________
Amount enclosed:

( ) $25 Membership

( ) Donation: __________________________

