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PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

Fall again in the Northwoods. Colorful maples and oaks are 
dropping their leaves. The swamps are ablaze with golden 
tamarack highlighted by green spruce – Packer colors (maybe
the spruce are purple across the St. Croix). It is a glorious time
to reflect on this past summer, which both started and ended 
with a flood. The water has now receded, prompting me to 
learn the difference between flotsam (accidental marine 
debris) and jetsam (intentionally dumped stuff).  So we have a 
lot of flotsam, everything from dock pallets to paddleboats and
larger vessels. If you found something contact Russ at 
r.rubarb@gmail.com . He will post it othe GLA website: 
www.gilmorelakeassociation.com. If you lost something look 
on the website to see if it’s been posted there. If it’s not there, 
contact Russ with a description so he can post it with the other
lost/found items. The foot of rain in early September was in the
nature of a 100-year event, but in this era of climate change it 
could repeat much sooner.

Still we can tally the good things this year. The Minong 
Flowage dam got repaired and operated wide open, bringing 
our water level back down. The glacial rock placed a year ago 
to fill the scour hole at the boat landing seems to be intact. 
Eurasian watermilfoil  remains under control. And more large 
walleye fingerlings have been stocked (see EWM and WE 
articles inside).

There are a lot of reasons to be optimistic about the future of 
Gilmore Lake. Have a safe winter. We will see you on the 
water come Spring.

Job Offer:  We are looking for someone to learn about the 
water testing program on Gilmore Lake.  There is no pay but 
the benefits of being on the lake are huge.  Contact John Ney 
at: jney@vt.edu for more information.

Disclaimer: The materials, 
information and references provided 
in this newsletter are provided “as 
is”.  While every effort is made to 
ensure their accuracy, no warranty, 
expressed or implied, is given with 
respect to them.
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WATER QUALITY & QUANTITY COMMITTEE
All members are asked to record water level 
readings from the depth staff at the culvert.  Send 
recordings to Daryl Iverson at: 
Iversondj@hotmail.com 

ANNUAL PICNIC AND BOAT PARADE
This year's Annual Members Meeting and Picnic was
well attended.  On the agenda was discussion of the 
walleye stocking program, committee reports and 
election of Board of Directors.  Tom Bergemann, 
Dick Johnson and Bill Huelsman were all re-elected 
to three-year terms.  Mark Simonett was elected to 
fill the one-year vacancy after the untimely passing 
of Jim Holmes.  The board members are as follows: 
John Ney, Bill Huelsman, Dick Johnson, Russ 
Robinson, Tom Bergemann, Fran McCloskey and 
Mark Simonett.  Their contact information can be 
found on the front page of this newsletter and on the 
GLA website: www.gilmorelakeassociation.com. 

During the last Board of Director's meeting, officers 
were chosen as follows:  John Ney - President, Bill 
Huelsman – Vice President, Dick Johnson – 
Secretary and Russ Robinson – Treasurer.

The Annual Boat Parade took on a life of its own 
thanks to the antics of the judges – Tom Bergemann,
Dick and Sharon Johnson.  One set of contestants 
even tried to bribe a judge, until they found out that 
Russ and I were only watching the parade!  This 
year Tom requested that part of the judging would 
cover the best use of music.  The winner's picture is 
on the GLA website but in case you don't have 
internet service, here is their picture.

Thank you all who particpated.

MYSTERY IN THE LAKE!
This summer a fish appeared in Little Gilmore that 
was rather frightening to see.  Marin Reder caught 
this fish in July.  A week later another of these 
mysteries was caught, this time off the Robinsons' 
dock on the main part of the lake.

 

Brandon Robinson    
Merin Reder with her dad, Dean

According to one of our resident fishery biologists, 
the fish is a dogfish, also known as a bowfin, (Amia 
calva).  This is a species of basal bony fish that are 
related to the gar.  These fish stalk and ambush their
prey, coming in to the shallows at night after hunting 
for fish, crawfish, mollusks and aquatic insects. What
is really interesting about these fish is that they are 
bimodal breathers, meaning they have the capacity 
to breath air and water!  They are not new to the lake
but to the two young fisherman and fisherwoman, it 
was a dramatic change from bass and panfish.

If you have an interesting fish story, please share it 
with us.  

MEMBERSHIP AND COMMUNICATION
Barb Robinson

WOW!  This has been a really crazy year on the 
lake.  I thought ice on the lake well in to May was 
strange.  Mother Nature certainly wasn't done with 
us.  It was a cooler than normal summer and it 
seemed that just about every weekend there was 
rain forecasted.  It made for a very quiet summer. 
The weather played a role not only in how we all 
used the lake but in our membership numbers as 
well.  Instead of the 100 plus paid memberships in 
past years, we had 87.  Of those paid memberships 
we received some very much appreciated donations.

continued on page 3
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Membership Committee …..continued from page 2 

If you ever have any questions concerning your 
membership you can always email me at 
ribaldness@gmail.com or call me at 715-781-7737.  
A membership form for 2015 is on the back page of 
this newsletter, on the GLA website at 
www.gilmorelakeassociation.com or by requesting 
one from me.  I will try to remember to attach one to 
each of the Upnorth UpDates I send out this next 
year.

Communications:  Please remember a few basic 
things: 1. Put your name or firenumber on your 
floats, dock pieces and unregistered boats such as 
canoes and paddle boats.  2. Tie your dock pieces to
your pier with rope and then tie your dock to a tree 
on land.  3. When you tie your boat to your dock 
when you leave, be aware of possible changing 
weather.  If your boat or pontoon is tied too tight and 
the water comes up it could cause your boat or 
pontoon to lift your dock. 4. If you find something, 
take a picture and send it to me.  We will post it on 
the Lost/Found section on the website.  If you've lost 
something, give me a good description and we will 
post that on the Lost/Found section of the website. 
(Make sure you check the website for found items). 
Please let us know if you find your lost item.  We'll 
take it off the Lost/Found section of the website. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!!
GILMORE DAYS ARE COMING!

The 2015 Annual Meeting is going to have a 
departure from previous years.  The Annual Meeting 
will be held on July 3 at 5PM at the Town Hall.  A 
barbeque will be held in the new pavillion after a 
short business meeting. Wine, beer, soda with brats, 
hamburgers and good company and plenty of time to
get to your favorite fireworks display  On Saturday, 
July 4 we will have the Annual Boat Parade.  This 
year's theme is Reggae/Caribbean music (Tom says 
the louder the better).  We will be adding a 
kayak/canoe/paddleboat race with prizes awarded.  
The race will take place after the boat parade.  On 
Sunday July 5 we will have a kids fishing contest 
with prizes awarded as well.  In order to particpate in
these activities you must be a member of the lake 
association.  The details of the races and the fishing 
contest will appear in the spring newsletter and on 
our website (also in spring) at 
www.gilmorelakeassociation.com 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
By Fran McCloskey

The Fundraising Committee has been working 
diligently to provide funds for our lake association 
and its important activities to preserve the beauty of 
our lake and to serve its members. The Committee 
really appreciates the donations from members for 
specific purposes like control of invasive species and
the walleye stocking program. Thank you for adding 
those donations to your annual membership dues. 

We are very fortunate to have a number of local 
companies advertise in our newsletter which is a 
great source of funding for our lake association. Four
new advertisers in this edition are Stop-A-
Sec/Holiday, Bergeman Plumbing, Christman 
Excavating and ChimneyManns. Please show our 
appreciation by giving them your business! If you are
aware of other services or businesses that would 
benefit from advertising in our newsletter, contact 
Fran McCloskey franmccloskey@yahoo.com with 
their names and we will take it from there.

Results from the GLA garage sale day in July were 
mixed. While we did not raise significant funds, we 
did manage to clear out some garages and 
basements.The fundraising committee has been 
brainstorming for new and different ways to raise 
funds for our lake association. Please send any 
suggestions to Fran McCloskey or call her at 612-
581-7121.

Lastly, our fundraising committee needs new 
members, so if you have some ideas and would like 
to get to know others that want to help support our 
lake, then join us. We can always use new thoughts 
and ideas to add to our fundraising efforts. 

MINONG TOWN LAKES COMMITTEE (MTLC)
By Russ Robinson

The Minong Town Lakes Committee had a very busy 
2014.  This was the seventh year of organization 
operation. Much was done to promote the health of our 
area lakes and provide educational experiences for the 
town's residents and visitors.

This was the second year that the MTLC was 
responsible for monitoring boat landings on lakes 
throughout the town of Minong.  Gilmore Lake received
350 hours of inspections which included 470 boats.  
That number was less  than the average of 628 boats 
from the previous six years because of high water 
issues which made the boat landing unusable for much
of June and September.

Continued on page 4
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Minong Town Lakes Committee....continued from page 3

In May, the MTLC distributed a newsletter to many of 
the town residents and lake property owners.  This was
the second newsletter produced by the MTLC and it is 
hoped that this will continue on an annual basis.

The MTLC also held their third free educational fair at 
the Minong Town Hall.  Over 400 people attended this 
celebration of our lakes.  Attendees had the benefit of 
hearing a number of great speakers talk on lake-related
topics.  The Fair also highlighted kids education and 
games.  Nearly 400 barbeque sandwiches were served
to the hungry crowd.  This Fair was primarily funded by 
generous grants from the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources and the Realtor Association of 
Northwestern Wisconsin.  The Fair was made possible 
by hundreds of volunteer hours from members of the 
MTLC and other residents of the Town.

Chris Cold and Friend

Next year we plan to conduct the boat landing 
monitoring program again and produce a newsletter 
with even greater distribution.  We are also beginning 
to plan a series of informal educational events to be 
held throughout  the summer of 2015.  If you would like
to learn more about this organization go to their 
website: www.minonglakes.org. 

MORE WALLEYES STOCKED IN GILMORE
John Ney, Aged Fish Squeezer

In the Spring 2014 newsletter, I wrote about a grand 
experiment, the Wisconsin Walleye Initiative. The plan, 
sponsored by Governor Walker, is for the WDNR to 
stock a million extended growth (EG) walleyes in 
Wisconsin waters each year. Some of these fish will be 
raised in WDNR hatcheries with the rest purchased 
from private hatcheries. The impetus for this effort is 
the collapse of natural walleye populations in many 
lakes, coincident with the explosion of largemouth bass
numbers; bass eat baby walleye. 

To re-establish fishable populations, the WDNR as well 
as lake associations have started stocking 6” + walleye 
in the Fall at a size and time when they are not 
vulnerable to bass, unlike the traditional schedule of 
stocking 2” walleye in June. These EG fish are 
expensive to raise; lake associations pay up to $2 
apiece for them. However, survival and growth of EGs 
are often good, providing the opportunity to again catch
good-size walleye. But not always- sometimes they just
seem to disappear.

In an attempt to increase the odds, the WDNR is 
choosing lakes where their biologists believe the EGs 
have the best chance to succed. In 2014, the first year 
of the initiative, only three lakes in Washburn County 
received “government fish”: Long, Stone, and Nancy. 
Folks on other lakes were free to buy walleyes from 
private hatcheries provided they were of local genetic 
origin and the hatcheries had surplus fish not 
committed to the WDNR.

The GLA authorized $2,500 to stock EG walleye. A 
portion of these funds had been donated for this 
purpose. We got lucky, contracting with Hayward Bait. 
On October 9, 1,700 frisky walleye averaging 6.5 
inches were delivered to the landing. Daryl Iverson and
I put ~ 400 in Little Gilmore while Russ Robinson and 
Tom Bergemann distributed the remainder around the 
big lake via the Milfoil Marauder.

But will they thrive?  Certainly, they will risk predation, 
starvation, disease or even emigration down the river. 
However, I am optimistic. Gilmore Lake once supported
a strong walleye fishery. Also, The WDNR quietly 
stocked 2,000 EGs here in 2012. My wife and I caught 
and released several of those fish this past summer as 
did others. They reached 15” by August. Other fishers 
reported catching some as well as adult walleyes up to 
30”. What the Class of 2014 ultimately contributes 
won’t be known for several years. The experiment has 
just begun.

http://www.minonglakes.org/


Eurasian Water Milfoil Update
By Russ Robinson

      

Represent individual specimens
   Represents EWM beds

All of us who spent time on and around the lake this 
year noticed (and often complained about) what an 
unusual weather year it has been.  We had two 
major flood events with the Totagatic River, 
wreacking havoc with docks, boats and other water 
toys along the shoreline.  You may have noticed that 
when the river floods our water clarity was greatly 
reduced, making the water dark and cloudy long 
after the water receded to near normal levels.

What may have been less obvious was the affect the
cooler temperatures and frequent floods had on the 
plants in the lake. Early to mid-summer plant growth 
was slow and more plants looked like they were 
experiencing stress.  This was true for the good 
plants as well as the bad plants (particularly EWM).  
Early summer surveys of aquatic plants and EWM 
infestation were encouraging.  Only a few EWM 
plants were found in the “big” lake.  Little Gilmore still
had a lot of EWM along the eastern shoreline, with a 
significant plant bed 100 feet north of the culvert.  
Most of the rest of the east side of Little Gilmore had 
sporadic individual EWM plants.  The northwest 

corner of Little Gilmore also had a more dense 
infestation of EWM.

In July,all visible EWM was treated with “Navigate” a 
2.4.D herbicide.  Because the amount of infestation 
had declined and we were more selective in our 
application, we used far less herbicide than in past 
years.  Our lake survey in August was encouraging, 
with treated areas revealing less EWM than before 
treatment.  What EWM we did find was showing 
significant stress. 

Our September survey (last of the season) was 
delayed until late in the month, until the waters from 
the last flood had receded.  What we discovered was
somewhat disappointing.  In the main lake, the shoal
area in the southern part of the lake had multiple 
EWM plants sporadically throughout.  Some of this 
area had been treated in July. We also found a few 
plants along the extreme southwest shore where we 
had not seen them before.  EWM was not found in 
other areas of the “big” lake including the original 
infestation site.

In Little Gilmore, the significant EWM bed north of 
the culvert was greatly reduced.  We continued to 
find small beds and sporadic individual plants along 
the east shoreline.  We also found a single EWM 
plant specimen on the west shore.  This was a first.

In summary. EWM appears to have made a bit of a 
resurgence late in the summer following our late 
summer flooding.  The amount in the main lake is 
still insignificant compared to what we had in 
previous years.  Little Gilmore continues to be 
problematic and we plan to aggressively treat it 
again next year.

All of us can help by avoiding (and asking others to 
avoid) the areas marked on the map.  EWM is often 
spread by fragmentation which is exasperated by 
prop clipping and fishing in the areas where it is 
present.  Next year we plan to place buoys in the 
shoal area of the “big” lake to remind people to avoid
this area.

I would like to thank the members of the EWM 
committee as well as other lake members who 
helped with this year's effort. I would also like to 
thank the Clean Boats/Clean Waters boat inspection 
program that was done through the Minong Town 
Lakes Committee again. (See Minong Town Lakes 
Committee report in this newsletter.)   

A special thanks to Burt King, who put up with all my 
babbling during our lake surveys.



Thank you to all the local business that support our lake.  In return, please mention that you 
saw their ad here to show your support!

Kathy Kin  Terry Turek

COLDWELL BANKER EAST WEST
VACATIONLAND TEAM

www.northescape.com
www.cbewminong.com
www.cbeastwest.com

www.coldwellbanker.com
Kathy King     kathy@northescape.com  715-520-2681

Terry Turek    terry@northescape.com  715-520-3778

Northwoods Property Management

Steve Waggoner Stevewaggoner@centurytel.net

W4206 Hwy77 Phone: 715/466-2086

Minong, WI 54859 Cell: 715/520-2671

Complete Cabin Care

LakewoodsRealEstate
P.O. Box 35 Minong WI 54859
GaryBriskyBroker/Owner 

Lakewoods Real Estate/Lakewoods Homes
Dynamic Home builder/Dealer

Office (715) 466-4441 Cell (715) 520-2299
Fax (715) 466-5255 Toll Free 1-800-777-5584

Gary@lakewoods.ne  t  
www.lakewoods.net

Henson’s
Country
Foods

HOMETOWN PROUD

P.O. Box 440 – 403 Bus. 53
 Minong, WI 54859 – (715) 466-2262
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Thank you to all the local business that support our lake.  In return, please mention that you 
saw their ad here to show your support!

CHIMNEY CLEANING
CSIA Certified Chimney Sweeps
Our 17th Year in Business – Fully insured

We return calls, show up on time
and always keep your home clean!
Cash, checks, credit card accepted.

Schedule on line at ChimneyManns.com
or call 800-995-4855 

IMPORTANT MEDICAL INFO
If you are on prescription medications, would 
anyone know what they are if you couldn't 
communicate to the attending medical help? 
Carrying a copy of all medications you are 
taking at all times helps attending medical 
staff in case they have to administer 
emergency medications.  The list should 
have the drug name, dosage and frequency. 
The other things in this category is a list of 
allergies to drugs or things like bee stings. 
Your significant other should also carry this 
list.  You should also carry their list.  You 
should also alert people you're traveling with 
about any allergies and where to find you 
medication list.

CONTACT INFORMATION

1. Conservation Warden
 Dave Swanson
 715-645-0053
  800-TIP-WDNR
  david.swanson@wisconsin.gov

2. Burn Permits
dnr.wi.gov/Permits/

3. Town of Minong
www.townofminong.us/
715-466-5917
email: 
townofminong@centurytel.net

4. Constable 715-466-2519
715-781-8566

County Sheriff – non-emergency
715-468-4720

EMERGENCY  911
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http://www.townofminong.us/
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               P.O. Box 188
     Minong, Wisconsin   54859

GILMORE LAKE ASSOCIATION
The Gilmore Lake Association is committed to protecting our lake and your investments through the 
efforts to control and to treat EWM in our lake.  These efforts are both costly and time consuming.  By 
joining the Association, your dues help support this work.  Fill out the form below and mail it along with 
your check or money order for $25 to:

Gilmore Lake Association
P.O. Box 188
Minong WI   54859

PLEASE SIGN ME UP FOR 2015 MEMBERSHIP IN THE GILMORE LAKE ASSOCIATION!

Name: ______________________________________ Lake Address:_____________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: _____________

Lake Phone: _________________________ Home Phone: ______________________________

Cell Phone: _________________________ e-mail address: _____________________________

Amount Enclosed:   ( ) $25 Membership  ( ) Donation $___________  


